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to stand it, and tlio earlier it 1 b done the better; but be would never hesltato 
to operate on an eyo even If the fields were contracted to fixation, provided 
that there was any vision worth saving; even In the premonitory stage he 
advocated operation. 

Gonorrhoea and Diseases of the Eye.— Lawford, London, in a discussion 
on the relation of the gonorrhoea to diseases of the eye(7?rf/M Medical Jour * 
nal, November 2,1001), after excluding purulent ophthalmia, considers the 
following ocular affection as known to occur In association with gonorrh ua; 
a form of mild conjunctival inflammation (not due to direct inoculation), 
sclerltls and episcleritis, iritis and Iridocyclitis, neuroretlnitls. 8uppurative 
keratitis has been described In severe pysemlo case; of these Iritis is the best 
known, 

The Diagnosis of Malignant Intra-ocular Tumors in Infancy.— Sour- 
dillb, Nantes (Oat, Med, de Mania, November 10,1901), calls attention to 

the great difficulties frequently existing in making the diagnosis of retinal 

glioma. Transllluminatlon should be practised la every caso before surgical 
intervention. If a tumor Is shown, and any doubt as to Its nature be present, 
It becomes necessary to make a puncture and to examine histologically and 
experimentally (by Inoculation) the elements of the neoplasm. 

Malignant tumors of the retina are all gliomata, properly so called. Mis¬ 
takes of diagnosis are frequent. These mistakes are masked under the 
specious name of“ pseudoglloma," when enucleation shows that an entirely 
different dtseaso is present; and " cryptoglioma ” when the disease is over¬ 
looked. For a long time the amaurotic cat’s eyo was believed to be adequate 
for the diagnosis of glioma. This has been the sourco of numerous errors. 
The writer concludes from his own histological examinations, that of ten 
eyes enucleated for glioma three are found to be cases of pseudoglloma. 

Tho amaurotic cat’s oye Is by no means pathognomonic of glioma; this is 
found in suppurating retinal hyalltls, purulent choroiditis, affections follow¬ 
ing Infectious maladies of Infancy, particularly the eruptive fovers, and, 
above all, tuberculosis of the Intra-ocular membranes, the choroid and retina. 

It has therefore been proposed to narrow tho diagnosis of these tumors and 
to lay down an absoluto rule following Lagrange; In glioma tho eye Is glau¬ 
comatous or tends to glaucoma; in pseudoglloma tho tension is below 
normal and tends to phthisis. This rulo holds in the majority of cases, but 
there are many exceptions, Tbero are cases in which glioma evolves under 

the form of Iridocyclitis Instead of glaucoma, wbero there Is no increased 
tension whatever. Other cases directly opposite occur presenting the syn¬ 
dromes of glioma, amaurotic cat's eye and increased tension without the 
existence of any tumor. Transllluminatlon and puncturo are alone adequate 
to assure the diagnosis. 

Benign Gangrene of the Eyelids.— Hooer and Weil (La Prate Mldicale, 
No. 70,1901) report tho case of a healthy male adult who was attacked with 
idiopathic gangrene of the left eyelids. There was no preceding Inflam- 
raatlon of the conjunctiva nor any lesion of tho lids. The disease began in¬ 
sidiously In a spot of Inflammatory oedema. At the expiration of four or five 
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daysgoneral symptoms made their appearance, fever*nt’firat)high (39.6° 0.), 
but lasting only four day*. It was accompanied by feeling of weight in the 
bead and tension in the face, but without actual pain, There was a saburra) 
condition of the digestive tract. Tho urine was albuminous. There was 
no delirium nor marked depression. Gangrenous plaques made their 
appearance upon the reddish erysipelatous lids forty-eight hours after the 
outbreak of the disease. The mortifying plaques were blackish in color and 
of very Irregular contours. Line of demarcation quickly formed, and repair 
proceeded very rapidly. Eschars separated in fragments. The upper 
lid was free thereof on the nineteenth day; the lower on the twenty-first 
day. Healing was completo less than a month after the outbreak. There 
was no atresia of tho palpebral orifice, and the only permanent trace was a 
slight ectropion at the external angle of the eye. 

This is a very rare affection, indeed. The authors were able to find but a 
singlo analogous case in literature. It seems to resemble the spontaneous 
gangrene of the external male genital organs described by Fournier, of 
which moro than twenty cases have been published since attention was first 
called to It. 

Bacteriological study of the fluid obtained by puncturing the oedematous 
region showed the presence of an anaSrobio microbe having a decided path¬ 
ogenic action upon certain animals (rabbits, guinea-pigs), inoffensive for 
others (rats and mice). In the former, sometimes lethal septicaemia was 
produced, in other instances local lesions, oedemas, or indurations, or cold 
abscesses. Truo gangrene nover occurred; but this is generally the cwjo 
with all gangrene-producing microbes which do not retain or rapidly loso 
tho virulence acquired for man. 
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Soft Pigmented Nrevl,— Fick (ArcMv fur Dermatologic und SyphilU, Bd. 
Hx., Heft HI), who has studied the microscopical structure of eight pigmented 
ntDvi taken from various parts of the body, sums up the results of bis inves¬ 
tigation as follows: The pathological increase of pigment in a nrevus is not 
the cause of the tumor formation. Neevus-cell formation and proliferation 
on the one side and Increase of pigment on the other are two pathological 
processes running parallel courses, but also occurring separately. The 
nnvus celts only contain pigment when they are found in close proximity to 



